
Humility Precedes Authority
Definition

The principle "Humility precedes authority" means that, in God's design, a person must first 

develop humility, teachability, and submission to God's will before being entrusted with 

lasting authority, leadership, or influence. Authority exercised without humility often 

becomes domination, pride, or self-interest; authority exercised with humility becomes 

stewardship and service.

This principle is a recurring theme throughout the Bible and is foundational to Christian 

leadership.

I. The Biblical Foundation

Scripture consistently teaches that God exalts the humble and resists the proud.

Representative passages include:

Proverbs 15:33 – "Humility comes before honor."
Proverbs 18:12 – "Before honor comes humility."
James 4:6 – "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."
1 Peter 5:5–6 – "Humble yourselves... that He may exalt you in due time."
Philippians 2:3–11 – Christ humbled Himself before being exalted.

The biblical pattern is:

Humility → Trustworthiness → Responsibility → Authority → Honor

II. What Is Humility?
Biblical humility is not:

Thinking poorly of yourself
Denying your abilities
Being weak or passive
Avoiding leadership

Rather, humility is:

Recognizing dependence on God
Seeing yourself truthfully
Being teachable
Serving others before yourself
Using authority for the good of others rather than personal gain

Humility is confidence governed by submission to God.



III. Why Humility Must Come First

1. Humility Recognizes the True Source of Authority

All legitimate authority ultimately belongs to God.

Human authority is delegated rather than self-created.

A humble leader understands:

My position is entrusted to me.
My gifts are entrusted to me.
My influence is entrusted to me.

This perspective produces gratitude instead of entitlement.

2. Humility Makes a Person Teachable

A proud person believes they already know enough.

A humble person continues learning.

The greatest leaders remain students throughout their lives.

Humility says:

"There is always more truth to learn."

3. Humility Produces Wisdom

Wisdom begins with recognizing one's limitations.

When Solomon became king, he did not begin by boasting of his abilities. Instead, he 

confessed that he lacked the wisdom needed to govern God's people and asked God for 

understanding (1 Kings 3:7–9).

His humility prepared him to receive wisdom.

4. Humility Protects Authority from Corruption

Power magnifies character.

If pride governs the heart:

Power becomes oppression.

If humility governs the heart:



Power becomes service.

Humility acts as a safeguard against abusing authority.

IV. Jesus as the Supreme Example
The clearest illustration is Jesus Christ.

He possessed ultimate authority, yet He consistently demonstrated humility.

Examples include:

Washing His disciples' feet
Associating with the marginalized
Obeying the Father's will
Accepting suffering rather than seeking worldly power

After His obedience and self-emptying, Scripture declares that God highly exalted Him 

(Philippians 2:5–11).

The pattern is:

Humility → Obedience → Exaltation

V. Humility in Leadership
Authority is not merely the ability to command; it is the responsibility to serve.

A humble leader:

Listens before speaking.
Accepts correction.
Gives credit to others.
Takes responsibility for mistakes.
Uses influence to help others flourish.

Pride asks:

"How can people serve me?"

Humility asks:

"How can I serve those entrusted to my care?"

VI. Biblical Examples



Person Humility Authority Received

Moses Reluctant to lead; 

depended on God

Led Israel out of Egypt

David Served as a shepherd 

before becoming king

Became Israel's king

Solomon Asked for wisdom rather 

than wealth

Received wisdom and a 

prosperous kingdom

Joseph Faithful in slavery and 

prison

Became governor of Egypt

Jesus Christ Humbled Himself in 

obedience

Exalted as Lord

VII. Psychological Dimension
Humility contributes to healthy leadership because it encourages:

Accurate self-assessment
Openness to feedback
Emotional maturity
Patience
Empathy
Self-control

By contrast, pride often leads to defensiveness, isolation, and poor decision-making.

VIII. Spiritual Progression
This principle can be understood as a sequence of spiritual development:

1.  Recognize dependence on God.
2.  Develop humility and teachability.
3.  Grow in wisdom and character.
4.  Be entrusted with responsibility.
5.  Exercise authority faithfully.
6.  Receive greater responsibility as trust is demonstrated.



Authority is therefore not primarily a reward but a stewardship.

IX. Practical Applications
This principle applies across many areas of life:

Family: Parents lead by serving and nurturing, not merely by asserting power.
Church: Spiritual leaders are called to shepherd rather than dominate.
Business: Effective executives build trust through integrity, accountability, and service.
Government: Public authority is exercised for justice and the common good, not personal 
enrichment.
Personal life: Self-discipline and humility are prerequisites for responsibly handling 
influence and success.

X. Theological Summary
The principle "Humility precedes authority" expresses a recurring biblical pattern: God forms 

character before entrusting responsibility. In Scripture, authority is not presented as a means 

of self-exaltation but as a vocation of stewardship. Humility prepares a person to exercise 

authority wisely because it recognizes dependence on God, remains teachable, seeks the 

good of others, and resists the corrupting influence of pride. In this sense, humility is not the 

opposite of authority—it is the foundation that enables authority to be exercised justly and 

faithfully.


